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Sec. 6-149. - Dangerous and potentially dangerous animals generally.  

(1) 

No person shall own, keep or harbor, or allow to be in or upon any premises 

occupied by him, or under his charge or control, any dangerous animal or 

potentially dangerous animal without complying with the requirements of this 

chapter regarding dangerous or potentially dangerous animals.  

(2) 

A dangerous animal is defined as one who meets one or more of the 

following conditions: 

(a) 

Any animal which attacks, snaps at, bites, or has a history of 

attacking a human being or other domestic animal one or more times, 

without provocation.  

(b) 

Any animal engaging in or found to have been trained to engage in 

exhibitions of fighting. 

(c) 

Any animal previously declared a potentially dangerous animal that 

bites a human being without provocation. 

(3) 

A potentially dangerous animal is defined as one who meets one or more of 

the following conditions: 

(a) 

Any animal that when unprovoked: (i) inflicts an injury on a human 

being that does not require medical treatment, (ii) injures a domestic 

animal, or (iii) chases or approaches a person upon streets, 

sidewalks, or any public grounds in a menacing fashion or apparent 

attitude of attack; or  

(b) 

Any specific animal with a known propensity, tendency, or disposition 

to attack when unprovoked, to cause injury, or to threaten the safety 

of humans or domestic animals.  

 



(4) 

No animal may be declared dangerous or potentially dangerous that inflicts 

injury or damage on a person committing a willful trespass or other tort upon 

premises occupied by the owner or lessee of the animal, or committing or 

attempting to commit a crime. No animal may be declared dangerous or 

potentially dangerous for taking any action to defend or protect a human 

being within the immediate vicinity of the animal from an unjustified attack or 

assault. No animal used in connection with lawful activities of law 

enforcement officials shall be declared a dangerous or potentially dangerous 

animal.  

The court may, in addition to any other fine or judgment, order the animal 

control authority to forthwith put the animal to death by removing the same to the 

animal shelter for such purpose. Any person found guilty of violating this section shall 

pay all expenses, including shelter, food, veterinary expenses for identification or 

certification of the animal, boarding and veterinary expenses necessitated by the 

seizure of any animal for the protection of the public and such other expenses as 

may be required for the destruction of any such animal.  

(Ord. No. 36463, § 2, 12-16-03; Ord. No. 38257, § 9, 9-30-08)  

Sec. 6-150. - Judicially excluded animals.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to bring any animal into the city, which has, 

in another jurisdiction been judicially determined to be a dangerous, potentially 

dangerous, vicious, a nuisance, or a threat to the health or safety of human beings.  

(Ord. No. 36463, § 2, 12-16-03)  

Sec. 6-151. - Impoundment of certain animals during enforcement 

proceedings.  

If there is reasonable cause shown that the offending animal under section 6-

148 or 6-149 may constitute a hazard to the safety of the public at large during the 

pendency of any action commenced thereunder, the court may order such animal or 

animals impounded pending the outcome of such proceedings. Any person who 

owns, keeps, harbors, maintains, or controls any animal involved in such 

impoundment shall pay all expenses, including shelter, food, veterinary expenses, 

boarding, or other expenses, necessitated by the impoundment of the animal for the 

protection of the public and other expenses as may be required. The authority may 

require such person to pay, prior to expiration of ten days after the date of 

impoundment, an amount sufficient to pay all reasonable expenses incurred in caring 

and providing for the animal, including estimated medical care, for 30 days, inclusive 

of the date on which the animal was impounded. If such payment is not made prior to 
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expiration of this ten-day period, the animal shall become the property of the 

authority to be disposed of as the authority deems appropriate. Such payment shall 

be required for each succeeding 30-day period. If any such payment is not made 

prior to the end of each succeeding 30-day period, the animal shall become the 

property of the authority to be disposed of as the authority deems appropriate. The 

amount of the payment shall be determined by the authority based on the current 

rate for board at the animal shelter and the condition of the animal after examination 

of the animal by a veterinarian acting for the authority. Any such payment received 

by the authority in excess of the amount determined by the authority to be due for the 

board and care of the animal shall be refunded by the authority upon expiration of the 

order of impoundment. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the owner or custodian is 

found not guilty of animal neglect or cruelty, the owner or custodian shall only be 

required to pay the veterinary expenses and one-half of the board and care fees 

determined by the authority to be due.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing, if it is determined by a veterinarian acting for 

the authority that such animal is diseased or disabled beyond any useful purpose, 

the animal shall immediately become the property of the authority to be humanely 

disposed of as the authority deems appropriate.  

(Ord. No. 36463, § 2, 12-16-03)  

Sec. 6-152. - Dangerous or potentially dangerous animals—Spaying or 

neutering: microchip identification and license required.  

Any animal judicially determined to be dangerous or administratively 

determined to be potentially dangerous shall be spayed or neutered and implanted 

with microchip identification by a licensed veterinarian at the owner's expense no 

less than 30 days after such determination is entered with written proof of spaying or 

neutering and the microchip identification number being provided to the animal 

control authority within 72 hours of the procedure being completed. In addition such 

dangerous or potentially dangerous animal shall be required to be licensed as a 

dangerous or potentially dangerous dog within 30 days of the determination.  

(Ord. No. 36463, § 2, 12-16-03; Ord. No. 38257, § 10, 9-30-08)  

Sec. 6-153. - Same—Classes required.  

The owner of any animal judicially determined to be dangerous or 

administratively determined to be potentially dangerous shall be required to attend, at 

the owner's expense, within 90 days after such determination is entered, a 

responsible pet ownership class approved by the animal control authority and, at the 

discretion and direction of the animal control authority, a dog behavior class provided 

or approved by the animal control authority.  



(Ord. No. 36463, § 2, 12-16-03; Ord. No. 38257, § 11, 9-30-08)  

Sec. 6-154. - Same—Warning signs required.  

Any property wherein a dangerous animal is kept, harbored or confined shall 

be posted with warning signs visible from all areas of public access.  

The warning signs must:  

(1) 

Be no less than ten inches by 12 inches in size, 

(2) 

Contain the words "Warning; Dangerous Animal" in high contrast 

lettering on a black background in English, and 

(3) 

Lettering must be no less than three inches high. 

(Ord. No. 36463, § 2, 12-16-03; Ord. No. 37716, § 5, 5-1-07)  

Sec. 6-155. - Confinement of dangerous animals.  

No person owning, harboring or having the care of a dangerous animal shall 

permit such animal to go unconfined on the premises of such person. A dangerous 

animal is unconfined as the term is used in this section if such animal is not:  

(a) 

Confined indoors; or 

(b) 

Confined outdoors in an enclosed and locked pen or structure upon 

the premises of the person described above; provided the existence 

of such a pen or structure is permitted by zoning regulations. 

Maintenance of a dangerous animal is not permitted in areas where 

such structures or pens are not authorized by zoning regulations. If 

permitted, such pen or structure shall be:  

Size of Animal Square ft. of pen 

Extra large (over 26 inches at withers or over 75 lbs.) 48  

Large (over 20 inches and up to 26 inches at withers or not over 75 lbs.) 40  
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Medium (over 12 inches and up to 20 inches at withers or not over 50 lbs.)  32  

Small (12 inches or less at withers or not over 20 lbs.) 24  

  

The pen must be constructed with chain link fencing for all four sides and the top. If 

the pen or structure has no bottom secured to the sides, the sides must be imbedded 

in the ground no less than one foot, or have a concrete pad for the bottom. The pen 

or structure shall be set back at least ten feet from the nearest property line.  

(Ord. No. 36463, § 2, 12-16-03)  

Sec. 6-156. - Dangerous or potentially dangerous animals—leash and 

harness required.  

It shall be unlawful for any person owning, harboring or having the care of a 

dangerous or potentially dangerous animal to permit such animal to go beyond the 

property of such person unless the animal is under the control of a person 19 years 

of age or older and restrained securely by a harness and leash no longer than six 

feet and properly muzzled to reasonably prevent the animal from biting.  

(Ord. No. 36463, § 2, 12-16-03; Ord. No. 38257, § 12, 9-30-08)  

Sec. 6-157. - Proof of insurance for dangerous animals, potentially 

dangerous animals and pit bulls.  

Any animal that has been determined to be a dangerous animal by a court 

determination, any animal administratively determined to be a potentially dangerous 

animal, and any pit bull as defined in section 6-163 that is required to be licensed 

under this chapter cannot be licensed unless the person having custody, ownership 

or control of such dog or other animal first presents written proof of public liability 

insurance of not less than $100,000.00 to the animal control authority. Such 

insurance shall be maintained in effect for the period such dangerous or potentially 

dangerous animal is so designated, provided, that insurance for a pit bull as defined 

in section 6-163 shall be maintained in effect for the life of the pit bull.  

(Ord. No. 36463, § 2, 12-16-03; Ord. No. 38257, § 13, 9-30-08)  
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Sec. 6-158. - Dangerous and potentially dangerous animals—

Impoundment.  

Any animal that has been determined to be a dangerous animal or a 

potentially dangerous animal that, without provocation, bites a human being, may be 

immediately impounded by an animal control officer, if in violation of this chapter. The 

owner shall be responsible for the reasonable costs incurred for the care of such 

impounded dangerous animal.  

(Ord. No. 36463, § 2, 12-16-03; Ord. No. 38527, § 14, 9-30-08)  

Sec. 6-159. - Destruction of dangerous animals at large.  

In the event that an animal that has been determined to be dangerous as 

defined in section 6-150 is found at large and unattended upon public property, park 

property, or a public right-of-way, or upon the property of someone other than its 

owner, thereby creating a hazard to person or property, such animal may, in the 

discretion of the chief of police or authorized designee, be destroyed if it cannot be 

confined or captured. The city shall be under no duty to attempt the confinement or 

capture of a dangerous animal found at large, nor shall it have a duty to notify the 

owner of such animal prior to its destruction.  

(Ord. No. 36463, § 2, 12-16-03)  

Sec. 6-160. - Registry of dangerous animal.  

The owner of any animal that has been determined to be dangerous as 

defined in section 6-150, or previously determined to be dangerous under this 

chapter shall register such animal with the authority within thirty (30) days of such 

determination or within thirty (30) days of enactment of this section if previously 

determined to be dangerous. Such registration shall include the following information:  

(a) 

The name of the current owner of the animal; 

(b) 

The address where the animal is harbored; 

(c) 

A description of the animal, including name, breed, sex, and coloring; 

(d) 

The current license number for the animal; 

(e) 

The carrier and policy number for public liability insurance as required 

in section 6-157  

http://library.municode.com/HTML/10945/level3/PTIIMUCO_CH6AN_ARTVIIDOCA.html#PTIIMUCO_CH6AN_ARTVIIDOCA_S6-150JUEXAN
http://library.municode.com/HTML/10945/level3/PTIIMUCO_CH6AN_ARTVIIDOCA.html#PTIIMUCO_CH6AN_ARTVIIDOCA_S6-150JUEXAN
http://library.municode.com/HTML/10945/level3/PTIIMUCO_CH6AN_ARTVIIDOCA.html#PTIIMUCO_CH6AN_ARTVIIDOCA_S6-157PRINDAANPODAANPIBU


(f) 

Microchip manufacturer and microchip identification number. 

At least once per calendar year, the authority shall publish in the local 

newspaper a list of animals on the above registry, providing the name 

of the owner, the address where the animal is harbored, and a 

description of the animal including name and breed.  

Any person who has registered an animal pursuant to this section 

shall have a continuing obligation to provide updated registration 

information to the authority and shall, within thirty (30) days of the 

sale or transfer of such animal, provide to the authority the date of 

such sale or transfer, the name of the new owner, and the address 

where the animal will be harbored.  

(Ord. No. 36463, § 2, 12-16-03)  

Sec. 6-162. - Determination of potentially dangerous animal.  

The animal control authority shall initiate administrative proceedings to 

determine an animal to be a potentially dangerous animal if it meets the definition of 

potentially dangerous animal under section 6-149, by service of a notice, in writing, 

upon such animal's owner either by certified and regular mail to the owner's last-

known address or personally. The notice shall contain:  

(a) 

The name and address of the owner whose animal is subject to such 

determination; 

(b) 

The name, description and license number of the animal who is 

subject to such determination; 

(c) 

A description of the facts which form the basis of such determination; 

(d) 

A summary of the effects of such determination, including the 

requirements for sections 6-152, 6-153, 6-156, and 6-157 and state 

that noncompliance will result in an owner being declared a reckless 

owner by the animal control authority;  

(e) 

The date of proposed entry of the determination which shall be not 

less than ten days after the date of mailing or personal service of the 

notice; and  

(f) 
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Notification of the availability of an appeal if the owner objects to such 

determination, within ten days of the date of mailing or personal 

service of the notice.  

An owner whose animal is determined to be a potentially dangerous animal 

shall be required to comply with section 6-156 immediately, sections 6-152 and 6-

157 within 30 days of the date of entry of the determination order, and shall be 

required to comply with section 6-153 within 90 days of the date of entry of the 

determination order, unless a notice of appeal of the order is filed with the animal 

control authority, provided, noncompliance with any of the sections set forth above in 

this paragraph shall result in the owner being declared a reckless owner by the 

animal control authority under section 6-87.  

An appeal of such determination order shall be heard by a hearing officer 

designated by the animal control authority within ten days of the date of the filing of 

the notice of appeal, and shall provide an opportunity for the owner to appear and 

offer evidence to dispute the determination order. The filing fee for each notice of 

appeal shall be $100.00. A decision to affirm or reverse such order shall be entered 

by the hearing officer within ten days of the date of the hearing.  

The animal control authority will notify the owner of any potentially dangerous 

animal that has been involved in no incidents of the type specified in section 6-149(3) 

during the two years following the date of the determination order, that their dog is no 

longer declared a potentially dangerous animal.  

(Ord. No. 38257, § 16, 9-30-08; Ord. No. 39234, § 1, 2-7-12)  
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